
Cave-In-Rock����

Fewnaturalformationsareasawe-inspiringorintriguingasacave.
Thedeep,darkrecessesimmediatelyconjureupimagesofad-
venture,mystery,terror,robbersandpirates.

AtCave-In-RockinsouthernIllinois,youcanexperiencethisfas-
cinationforyourself.Sittingatopthehighbluffsoverlookingthe
scenicOhioRiver,theheavilywoodedparkisnamedforthe55-
foot-widecavethatwascarvedoutofthelimestonerockbywater
thousandsofyearsago.Trailswindingalongtheriverbankoffer
viewsofriverboats,bargesandotherriverscenes.

History����

Theactualhistoryofthisimposingnaturalphenomenoniscolor-
fulandprovocative.ThefirstEuropeanexplorertoencounteritwas
M.deLeryofFrance,whoin1729calleditcavernedansLeRoc.
Itwasaconspicuouscuriosityfrequentlymentionedbylatertrav-
elersindiariesandjournals.

FollowingtheRevolutionaryWar,thisimmenserecesscameto
serveastheideallairforoutlaws,banditsandriverpirateswho
preyedonthepeopletravelingalongtheOhioRiver.

Oneofthemostambitiousoftheseruthlessmalefactorswas
SamuelMason.OnceanofficerinGeorgeWashington’sRevolu-
tionaryArmy,in1797heconvertedthecavernintoatavernwhich
hecalledtheCave-In-Rock.

Fromthisapparentlyinnocentandinvitingposition,Masonwould
dispatchhiscohortsuprivertobefriendunwaryandbewildered
travelerswithoffersofhelpandguidance.Astheynearedthecave,
thesehenchmenwoulddisabletheirboatsorforcethemtoward
theyawninghollow,wherethehaplesspilgrimswouldberobbed,
orworse.Fewvictimslivedtotelltheirstory.

Bytheearly1800s,followingthedemiseoftheMasonGang,the
caveshelteredtheevenmorenotoriousHarpeBrothers,apairof
killersfleeingexecutioninKentucky.Theycontinuedtheirpersonal
reignofthieveryandmurderinIllinois,usingthecaveashideout
andheadquartersuntiltheytoowerekilled.

It’sinterestingtonotethatthecaveservedasabackdropforascene
inthemovie“HowTheWestWasWon.”Thescenewasanear-ac-
curateportrayalofhow,inthe18thand19thcenturies,ruthlessban-

ditsusedthecavetolureunsuspectingtravelerstoanuntimelyend.

Althoughotherdesperadoescontinuedtotakeadvantageofthe

secrecyandseclusionaffordedbyCave-In-Rock,bythemid-

1830sthequickeningwestwardexpansionofcivilizationandthe

steadygrowthinthelocalpopulationandcommercehadde-

stroyedordrivenoutthe“riverrats”andthecavebegantoserve

astemporaryshelterforotherpioneersontheirwaywest.

Throughoutthe19thcentury,thisremarkablegeologicalfeature

wasanimportantlandmark,prominentlydisplayedonmapsfrom

theperiod.

In1929,theStateofIllinoisacquired64.5acresforaparkthat

sincehasincreasedto204acres.Thewell-wooded,60-foot-high

hillsandtheruggedbluffsalongtheriver–commandingexpansive

viewsofthefamouswaterway–becameCave-In-RockStatePark.

InthewordsofIllinoishistorianJohnW.Allen,“Todayonlythenat-

uralbeautyofthehistoricspotremains,clothedinmystery.Inthe

hollowsilenceofthecavethatechoesthepeacefulcooingof

doves,avisitorcanletavividimaginationrunriot.Buthecan

dreamlittlethatwillbebeyondwhatactuallyhappened.”

Picnicking����

Forthedayvisitor,ampleparkingisprovidedbyfiveseparatelots.

Therearethreedevelopedplaygroundareasforchildren;and

shadedpicnicareassituatedthroughouttheparkprovidetables,

grills,waterhydrantsanddrinkingfountains.Therearefourlarge

picnicsheltersforgroupgatheringsandfirewoodisavailableonre-

questfromtheparkattendants.

Dining����

Therestaurantisgainingareputationforfinesouthern-stylecook-

ingandhasplentyofhomemadespecialtiesonthemenu.Sunday

dinnersfeatureroastbeefwithallthetrimmings,southernfried

catfish,marinatedchicken,shrimp,steaksandhomemade

desserts.Formoreinformation,call(618)289-4545orwriteCave-

In-RockRestaurantandLodge,Cave-In-Rock,IL62919.

Hiking����

Inadditiontothenaturalsplendorofthecaveitself,theparkcon-

tainstwoestablishedhikingtrailsofmoderatedifficulty,plusnu-

merousunmarkedtrailsforexplorationandappreciationoftranquil

forestsandinspiringviews.
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� While groups of 25 or more are welcome and encouraged to use the
park’s facilities, they are required to register in advance with the site
office to avoid crowding or scheduling conflicts.

� At least one responsible adult must accompany each group of
15 minors.

� Pets must be kept on leashes at all times.

� Actions by nature can result in closed roads and other facilities.We hope
you enjoy your stay. Remember, take only memories, leave only
footprints.

� For more information on state parks, write to the Department of
Natural Resources, Clearinghouse, One Natural Resources Way,
Springfield, IL 62702-1271 visit our website at www.dnr.state.il.us.

� For more information on tourism in Illinois, call the Illinois Department
of Commerce and Economic Opportunity’s Bureau of Tourism at
1-800-2CONNECT.

� Hearing-impaired individuals may call the Department of Natural
Resources’TTY number, (217) 782-9175, or use the Ameritech Relay
Number, 1-800-526-0844.

Equal opportunity to participate in programs of the Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR)
and those funded by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and other agencies is available to all individuals
regardless of race, sex, national origin, disability, age, religion or other nonmerit factors. If you believe
you have been discriminated against, contact the funding source’s civil rights office and/or the Equal
Employment Opportunity Officer, IDNR, One Natural Resources Way, Springfield, IL 62702-1271;
(217) 785-0067; TTY (217) 782-9175.
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Exotic Species � � � �

Plants and animals not native to Illinois are exotic species. Most of
them are harmless to our state; however, some can be very invasive
to native plant communities and can overwhelm or wipe out native
species. Prevention and control of exotic, invasive species requires
tremendous cooperation between managers and all users of parks,
natural areas, and privately owned land. To learn more about exotic
and invasive species and how you can help prevent their spread, visit
the IDNR Exotic Species Website at: http://www.dnr.state.il.us/
lands/education/ExoticSpecies/exoticspintro.htm.

Recreational Trails Program � � � �

This trail brochure was made possible due to funding provided
by the Federal Highway Administration through the Recreational
Trails Program (RTP).Monies are funded through the Federal
Motor Fuel Tax and administered through the National Recre-
ational Trails Fund Act.Trail projects are supported by the federal
government, which provides up to 80% reimbursement of cost.
State funds provide the balance of the funding for the projects.
The trails program encourages trails management practices to
serve a wide variety of trail users.The program is administered in
Illinois by the Department of Natural Resources in cooperation
with the Illinois Department of Transportation.



Fishing and Boating � � � �

A trout pond is available during season, and the Ohio River pro-

vides excellent fishing, boating and water sport opportunities.The

river can be accessed directly from two launching ramps with ad-

jacent parking on the western edge of the park. The site superin-

tendent and park rangers can provide details on fishing licenses

and the rules and regulations for fishing and boating on the river.

For more information, contact Cave-In-Rock State Park, Cave-In-

Rock, IL 62919, (618) 289-4325.

Camping � � � �

On the scenic north side of the park there are camping accommo-

dations with 34 Class A sites.They are equipped with electricity and

can accommodate units up to 60-feet long.Twenty-five Class B tent

sites are also available, and showers, restrooms and dumping sta-

tions are present in both camping areas. Contact the site superin-

tendent or campground attendant for camping permits and infor-

mation. Handicapped sites also are available. Firewood and grills

are furnished at each campsite.

Lodging � � � �

Cave-In-Rock Restaurant and Lodging features four duplex guest

houses with eight suites, each accommodating up to four people

comfortably. The suites contain deluxe baths, a dining area and

wetbar, a large bedroom/living room, and a private patio deck over-

looking the Ohio River. One suite is handicapped accessible.

Marina � � � �

For a different view of Cave-In-Rock, consider a boat ride down the

Ohio River. Be sure to visit the Golconda Marina located on the

river near Golconda at Lusk Creek. A full-service marina, Golconda

offers overnight moorage with 100 slips available, both covered and
open. Slips have electric and water hookups. There is a marina
service and repair, boat lifts, fuel, sanitary pump outs and dry stor-
age. Multiple free launch ramps are available, along with parking for
trailers and cars, a snack shop, gift shop, and bait and tackle shop.
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